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ENGL
ISH

The spec
tacular 

advance
 of English 

across 
the face

 of the

globe is
 a phen

omenon w
ithout p

arallel 
in the h

istory o
f

languag
e. Unofficia

lly, English 
is the i

nternat
ional la

nguage

of the 
world c

ommunity. H
owever, 

it has b
een sai

d that

living i
n the w

orld an
d speak

ing onl
y one l

anguag
e, wheth

er

it be E
nglish 

or any 
other, i

s somewhat e
quivale

nt to liv
ing

in an e
normous mansion 

and sta
ying in

 only o
ne room

.

How bori
ng is t

hat?

TIGR
INYA

Spoken f
luently, 

Tigrinya
 has a 

lovely r
hythm. While

not the 
nationa

l langu
age if 

Ethiopia,
 Tigrinya

 is

spoken 
by appr

oximately tw
o and 

a half 
million p

eople

in the n
orthern

 provin
ces of 

Tigre an
d Eritrea.

That is a
 whole 

lot of p
eople! 

S U N D A Y M O N D A Y T U E S D A Y W E D N E S D A Y T H U R S D A Y F R I D A Y S A T U R D A Y

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

"June" in Tigrinya

Need translation
for June



LANGUAGES OF THE WORLDJAPA
NESE

Japanese
, spoken

 by more tha
n 100 m

illion p
eople in

 Japan, r
anks

among the
 top ten

 langua
ges of 

the wor
ld. Japanese

 ideogr
aphs,

known 
as kan

ji, num
ber in 

the thou
sands. 

An educa
ted per

son can

read 10
,000 of

 them and th
e gover

nment has
 publish

ed a lis
t of 1,8

50

that it 
conside

rs basi
c. Japanese

 is gen
erally w

ritten v
ertically

beginni
ng on t

he righ
t, but m

any tex
ts toda

y are w
ritten h

orizonta
lly to

permit the in
clusion 

of English 
words.

HIND
I

Hindi is 
the most wid

ely spo
ken lan

guage 
of the 

Republic 
of India. I

ts 180 
million

speaker
s rank 

it as on
e of th

e leadin
g langu

ages of
 the wo

rld but 
it is, ne

verthele
ss,

unders
tood by

 only a
bout on

e-third 
of India’s 

populat
ion. When ind

ependen
ce was

achieve
d in 19

47, Hindi wa
s chose

n as I
ndia’s 

nationa
l langu

age alo
ng

with E
nglish. 

English 
words o

f Hindi or
igin inc

lude co
t, loot,

thug, ch
intz, ba

ndanna
, dunga

ree and
 tom-tom.

S U N D A Y M O N D A Y T U E S D A Y W E D N E S D A Y T H U R S D A Y F R I D A Y S A T U R D A Y

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

2001
July

"July" in Japanese "July" in Hindi

Need translation
for July



LANGUAGES OF THE WORLDSPAN
ISH

Spanish 
is the m

ost wid
ely spo

ken of 
the rom

ance la
nguage

s, both 
in

terms of nu
mber of 

speaker
s and 

the num
ber of 

countrie
s in wh

ich it is

the dom
inant la

nguage
. Besides 

being s
poken i

n Spain, it 
is the o

fficial

languag
e of al

l the S
outh A

merican 
republic

s excep
t Brazil an

d Guyana,

of the 
six rep

ublics o
f Central A

merica, a
s well a

s of M
exico, C

uba, the

Dominican 
Republic,

 and P
uerto R

ico.

NORWEGI
AN

Norwegia
n is th

e nation
al lang

uage of
 Norway, 

spoken 
by virtu

ally all
 of the

 countr
y’s

four million in
habitan

ts. There ar
e also 

about 6
00,000 

speaker
s in N

orth A
merica.

Norwegia
n is on

e of th
e Scandina

vian lan
guages

, which 
form a bran

ch of t
he Germanic

languag
es, in t

urn a p
art of 

the Indo-European
 family. It is clo

sely rel
ated to 

Danish a
nd

Swedish.
 Today, th

ere are
 two di

stinct d
ialects 

of Norwegia
n. The evolu

tion of 
Norway’s

 equal

status l
anguag

es is ve
ry inter

esting i
ndeed. 

Merging 
the two

 has th
us far 

been

unsucce
ssful, b

ut most forw
ard-loo

king N
orwegia

ns belie
ve that 

it is

only a 
matter of

 time before
 they a

re even
tually

merged.

S U N D A Y M O N D A Y T U E S D A Y W E D N E S D A Y T H U R S D A Y F R I D A Y S A T U R D A Y

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

"August" in Spanish

Agosto
"August" in Norwegian

?????

2001
August



LANGUAGES OF THE WORLDCHIN
ESE

Chinese 
is spok

en by m
ore peo

ple than
 any ot

her lan
guage 

in the w
orld.

Approxim
ately 75

0 million in
 China, 15

 million o
n Taiwan, 

4 million in
 Hong

Kong, 4 
million in

 Thailand
, 4 million in

 Malaysia
, over 1

 million in

Singapor
e, one m

illion in
 Vietnam, and m

ore stil
l in oth

er coun
tries

includin
g the U

nited S
tates an

d Canada. 
Thus, C

hinese 
has

more tha
n twice

 the nu
mber of 

speaker
s of E

nglish.

POLI
SH

Polish, o
ne of t

he Slavic la
nguage

s, is sp
oken by

 almost all

of the 
33 million in

habitan
t of Poland, b

y about
 two an

d a

half million p
eople in

 the United S
tates, a

nd by s
maller

groups 
in the S

oviet U
nion, C

anada, 
Brazil an

d other

countrie
s. Polish is

 written
 in the 

Roman alph
abet wi

th q,

v and x
 missing. 

There ar
e a bew

ildering
 number of

diacriti
cal marks in

cluding
 acute 

accents
, dots, h

ooks

and ba
rs. An intere

sting tr
ait of t

he lang
uage is

 that

the stre
ss in P

olish is
 always

 on the
 next

to last 
syllable

.

S U N D A Y M O N D A Y T U E S D A Y W E D N E S D A Y T H U R S D A Y F R I D A Y S A T U R D A Y

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23/30 24 25 26 27 28 29

2001
September

"September" in Chinese
"September" in Polish

?????
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GREEK

Greek, th
e first 

great la
nguage

 of Western 
civilizat

ion, is

conside
red to 

many to 
be the 

most effe
ctive an

d admirable m
eans

of communicatio
n ever 

devised
. Its lucid

ity of s
tructure

 and

concept
, togeth

er with
 its see

mingly in
finite v

ariety o
f modes of

express
ion, ren

der it e
qually 

suitable
 to the 

needs o
f the r

igorous

thinker
 and th

e inspir
ed poet

.

PUNJ
ABI

Punjabi 
is spok

en in th
e Punjab, t

he hist
oric reg

ion now
 divide

d

between
 India an

d Pakistan
. The vari

ety spo
ken in 

India is

similar to 
Hindi, bu

t dialec
ts vary 

conside
rably a

s one m
oves

westwar
d. There ar

e appro
ximately 45

 million s
peakers

 of

Punjabi 
in Pakistan

 and a
bout 15

 million in
 India. T

he Punjabi

languag
e is clo

sely as
sociated

 with th
e Sikh reli

gion. T
he

Punjabi 
alphabe

t was i
nvested

 by the
 second

 of the
 ten

great fo
unders

 of Sikhism in the 
16th

century
.

S U N D A Y M O N D A Y T U E S D A Y W E D N E S D A Y T H U R S D A Y F R I D A Y S A T U R D A Y

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

"October" in Greek

October

"October" in Punjabi

?????
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PERSIAN

Persian 
is one 

of the 
world’s

 oldest 
languag

es, a st
andard

 and w
ell-

recogni
zed ton

gue as 
early a

s the 6
th centu

ry B.C. It is one
 of the

Iranian 
languag

es whic
h form a bran

ch of t
he Indo-European

 family. to

native s
peakers

 Persian 
is know

n as F
arsi. S

ince the
 7th cen

tury, P
ersian 

has

been wr
itten in

 the A
rabic s

cript wi
th a nu

mber of 
addition

al char
acters t

o

accommodate s
pecial s

ounds. 
Modern P

ersian 
is spok

en by o
ver 20 

million p
eople

in Iran an
d anoth

er 5 m
illion in

 Afghanis
tan. English 

words o
f Persian 

origin

include
 shawl, 

pajama, taffe
ta, khak

i, kiosk
, bazaa

r and c
heckmate.

MAND
ARIN

Chinese 
is spok

en by m
ore peo

ple than
 any ot

her lan
guage 

in the w
orld. T

hough 
the

languag
e has m

any dia
lects, M

andarin
, based

 on the
 pronun

ciation 
of Peking, i

s

conside
red the

 standa
rd and

 is spo
ken by 

about tw
o-thirds

 of the
 popula

tion.

English 
words o

f Chinese 
origin 

include
: tea, ty

phoon, 
kumquat

and sh
anghai.

S U N D A Y M O N D A Y T U E S D A Y W E D N E S D A Y T H U R S D A Y F R I D A Y S A T U R D A Y

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30

"November" in Persian

November

"November" in Mandarin

?????

???????
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ITAL
IAN

Italian i
s consi

dered b
y many to 

be the 
most bea

utiful o
f the w

orld’s

languag
es. As the tr

ansmitter of
 the gr

eatest c
ulture o

f the

Renaissa
nce, its

 influen
ce on t

he othe
r langu

ages of
 Western 

Europe

has bee
n profo

und. B
esides 

being s
poken i

n Italy, it 
is one 

of the 
four

official
 langua

ges of 
Switzerla

nd, and
 is also

 widely
 spoken

 in the 
United

States, C
anada, 

Argentin
a, and 

Brazil. A
ll told t

here ar
e about

 60 million

speaker
s of I

talian.

ARABIC

Arabic is
 one of

 the wo
rld’s m

ajor lan
guages

, spoken
 in a b

road be
lt exten

ding

from the A
rabian 

Peninsul
a acros

s the F
ertile C

rescent
 and o

n to the
 Atlantic

Ocean. I
t is the

 officia
l langu

age of 
Saudi A

rabia, Y
emen, Southern

 Yemen, Oman,

Kuwait, B
ahrain,

 Qatar, I
raq, S

yria, J
ordan, 

Lebanon,
 Egypt, S

udan,L
ibya, T

unisia,

Algeria a
nd Morocco...

 whew!.
.. making i

t the m
other to

ngue of
 about 

115 million p
eople I

n

1974 A
rabic w

as made the
 sixth 

official
 langua

ge of t
he United N

ations.

Arabic h
as cont

ributed 
many wo

rds to 
the English 

languag
e,

includin
g, elixir

, giraff
e, cotton

, sofa, s
yrup,

sherbet
 and m

agazine
.

S U N D A Y M O N D A Y T U E S D A Y W E D N E S D A Y T H U R S D A Y F R I D A Y S A T U R D A Y

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23/30 24/31 25 26 27 28 29

"December" in Italian

December

"December" in Arabic

?????

Dicembre
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UKRAINI
AN

Ukrainia
n is, af

ter Russian, 
the most wid

ely spo
ken lan

guage 
in the

Soviet U
nion. I

t's 35 million s
peakers

 live m
ainly th

e the U
krainia

n S.s.r.,

with its
 capital

 at Kieve. There ar
e also 

about 5
00,000 

Ukrainia
ns in t

he

United S
tates an

d Canada. 
Like Russian, 

to whic
h it is 

closely 
related,

Ukrainia
n is wr

itten in
 the C

yrillic a
lphabet.

RUSSI
AN

Russian 
is the m

ost important
 of the

 Slavic la
nguage

s and 
now on

e of th
e

major lan
guages

 of the
 world 

The emergence
 of the

 Soviet U
nion in

 the

postwar
 period

 as a m
ajor wo

rld pow
er, coup

led with
 impressive

achieve
ment in s

cience 
and tec

hnology
, has s

ignifica
ntly

increas
ed the 

interest
 in and

 the stu
dy of R

ussian 
in

recent y
ears. W

ritten in
 the C

yrillic a
lphabet,

 Russian

appears
 formidable t

o one w
ho has 

never s
tudied 

it –

however
 the alp

habet it
self is 

not diff
icult to 

learn.

S U N D A Y M O N D A Y T U E S D A Y W E D N E S D A Y T H U R S D A Y F R I D A Y S A T U R D A Y

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

"January" in Ukrainian

January

"January" in Russian

?????
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AMHA
RIC

Amharic is
 the na

tional l
anguag

e of E
thiopia.

 It is spo
ken in 

the vici
nity of 

the cap
ital,

Addis A
baba, a

nd the 
area ju

st to th
e north

. Its spea
kers nu

mber 9 m
illion, a

bout on
e-third 

of

Ethiopia’
s popul

ation. A
mharic is

 one of
 the S

emitic lan
guages

. Together
 with a

 number of 
the

lesser l
anguag

es of E
thiopia 

it const
itutes th

e Ethiopic 
branch 

of this 
family. All the E

thiopic

languag
es are 

descend
ed from

 Geez, the
 ancien

t literar
y and 

ecclesia
stic lan

guage 
of Ethiopia.

HEBR
EW

Hebrew i
s one o

f the w
orld’s o

ldest la
nguage

s, spok
en and

 written
 today 

in much the
 same way

as it w
as more tha

n two t
housan

d years
 ago. A

fter cea
sing to

 exist a
s a spo

ken lan
guage 

about

250 B
.C., it was

 reborn
 as a m

odern l
anguag

e in the
 19th ce

ntury, a
nd toda

y it is 
the prin

cipal

languag
e of th

e State of 
Israel. B

ooks, n
ewspape

rs, and
 magazine

s publis
hed in 

Israel to
day

are wri
tten in 

a Hebrew t
hat is m

uch the
 same as th

e langu
age of 

the Bible. A
n intere

sting tr
ait

of the 
Hebrew a

lphabet 
is that 

all twen
ty-two l

etters o
f it are

 conson
ants an

d the la
nguage

 that it

creates 
it is wr

itten fro
m right t

o left w
ithout t

he use 
of any 

vowels. 
Today ab

out thre
e

million p
eople s

peak H
ebrew e

ither as
 their m

aternal
, adopte

d, or

religiou
s tongu

e.

S U N D A Y M O N D A Y T U E S D A Y W E D N E S D A Y T H U R S D A Y F R I D A Y S A T U R D A Y

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28

"February" in Amharic

February
Need translation

for February

"February" in Hebrew

Need translation
for February
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GERMAN

German is o
ne of t

he main cul
tural la

nguage
s of th

e weste
rn worl

d,

spoken 
by appr

oximately 10
0 million p

eople. I
t is the

 nation
al lang

uage

of both
 Germany an

d Austria, 
and is 

one of 
the four

 officia
l langu

ages

of Switzerla
nd. English 

is actua
lly a G

ermanic la
nguage

, so it i
s not s

urpris-

ing to f
ind a h

igh deg
ree of 

similarity i
n the v

ocabula
ry of th

e two la
nguage

s. The

words: 
finger, 

hand, b
utter, ri

ng, nam
e, warm

 and bl
ind" ar

e all G
erman wor

ds meaning

exactly 
what th

ey do i
n English.

SWAH
ILI

Swahili, 
more cor

rectly c
alled K

iswahili
,l is the

 most important
 langua

ge of E
ast Africa. I

t is

the off
icial la

nguage
 of both

 Tanzania
 and K

enya, a
nd is a

lso spo
ken in 

Uganda, 
Rwanda,

Burundi,
 and Z

aire. S
wahili i

s the m
other to

ngue of
 perhap

s only 
a million p

eople, b
ut at le

ast

10 million m
ore spe

ak it fl
uently a

s a sec
ond lan

guage, 
and many millions 

more at 
least

unders
tand it 

to some degre
e. While English 

grammatical i
nflection

s occur
 at the 

end of

the wor
d, in S

wahili e
verythin

g is do
ne at th

e begin
ning. "K

itabu" i
s the

Swahili w
ord for

 "book"
 but the

 word f
or "boo

ks" is

"vitabu"
. There... y

ou just 
learned

something 
new!

S U N D A Y M O N D A Y T U E S D A Y W E D N E S D A Y T H U R S D A Y F R I D A Y S A T U R D A Y

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24/31 25 26 27 28 29 30

"March" in German

March
Need translation

for March

"March" in Swahili

Need translation
for March
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DUTC
H

Dutch is 
spoken 

by the 
13 million in

habitan
ts of th

e Netherlan
ds, and

 is also
 the off

icial

languag
e of S

urinam
 (Dutch G

uiana),
 in South A

merica, a
nd of t

he Netherlan
ds Antilles i

n

the Caribbea
n Sea. Dutch, lik

e English, 
is one 

of the 
Germanic la

nguage
s, and 

thus pa
rt of

the Indo-European
 family. It stand

s about
 midway b

etween 
English 

and G
erman is i

s the

closest 
to English 

of any 
of the 

major lan
guages

. English 
words o

f Dutch or
igin inc

lude: d
eck,

yacht, e
asel, fr

eight, b
randy, 

cookie, 
waffle 

and S
anta C

laus.

URDU

Urdu is 
the offi

cial lan
guage 

of Pakistan
 and is

 also w
idely sp

oken in
 India. I

n Pakistan
 it is

the mother to
ngue of

 about 
five million p

eople a
nd is s

poken f
luently 

as a se
cond la

nguage
 by

perhaps
 40 million m

ore. In India, w
here it 

is spok
en by s

ome 30 million M
oslems, it is 

one of

the off
icial la

nguage
s recog

nized b
y the c

onstitut
ion. Urudo is

 very s
imilar to 

Hindi, th
e most

important
 differe

nce bet
ween th

em being 
that the

 former is w
ritten in

 the Perso-A
rabic s

cript, w
hile

the latt
er is w

ritten in
 the S

anskrit
 charac

ters. U
rdu als

o conta
ins many wo

rds fro
m

Arabic a
nd Persian, 

while H
indi makes a 

conscio
us effo

rt to pr
eserve

the olde
r Indian w

ords.
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"April" in Dutch

April
Need translation

for April "April" in Urdu

Need translation
for April
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PILI
PINO

Tagalog, 
with the

 stress 
on the 

second 
syllable

, is the
 nation

al lang
uage of

 the

Philippin
es. In 1962 

it was 
made the

 countr
y’s offi

cial lan
guage 

and giv
en the 

new na
me

of Pilipino. 
Tagalog 

is the m
other to

ngue of
 about 

10 million p
eople, m

ost of w
hom live in

 southe
rn

Luzon in
 an are

a that 
include

s Manila. I
ts stud

y has b
een str

ongly e
ncourag

e by th
e gover

nment and
 it

is estim
ated th

at over 
75 perc

ent of 
the pop

ulation 
at least

 unders
tands t

he lang
uage.

VIET
NAME

SE

Vietnamese is 
spoken 

in both 
North an

d South Vietnam by abo
ut 35 million p

eople. I
ts lin-

guistic 
affiliati

on is u
ncertain

, and th
ough it

 is som
etimes thou

ght to b
e dista

ntly

related 
to Chinese, 

this rem
ains to

 be pro
ven. L

ike Chinese, 
Vietnamese

is a ton
al lang

uage a
nd it h

as borr
owed n

early h
alf of 

its

vocabul
ary fro

m the C
hinese.
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"May" in Pilipino

Need translation
for May

"May" in Vietnamese

Need translation
for May

May


